Sunday, September 11
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 14C
Pastor Kim Swenson

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Prelude
Welcome
The congregation is invited to say the bold words.

GATHERING

Opening Hymn “As We Gather at Your Table” Cranberry #522

Call to Worship
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days. Amen.
We have gathered in this place to worship,
Because Jesus invites us to come!
We come as we are,
the young and the old with our faith and our doubts,
with our successes and our failures,
Because Jesus invites us to come!

Come Let Us Eat vs 3

Cranberry 491

Prayer of the Day
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God from which nothing can separate us,
and the life-giving Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray, O God,
overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go
astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is
contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

WORD

Scripture Reading: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
1Let

mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing
that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those who are in
prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though
you yourselves were being tortured. 4Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the
marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. 5Keep
your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has
said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 6So we can say with confidence,
“The Lord is my helper;
I will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?”
7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday
and today and forever. 15Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise
to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and
to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 1
1Hallelujah!

Happy are they who fear the LORD
and have great delight in God’s commandments!
2Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
3Wealth and riches will be in their house,
and their righteousness will last forever.
4Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
5It is good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice.
6For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
7They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.
8Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire up on their enemies.
9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; they
will hold up their head with honor.
10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; the
desires of the wicked will perish.

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14
The Holy Gospel according to St Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
1On

one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to
eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.
7When

he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a
parable.
you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down
at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited
by your host; 9and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give
this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest
place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when
your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored
in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt themselves will be
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”
8“When

12He

said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a
dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in
case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be
blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of
the righteous.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day “The Trumpets Sound” Cranberry #531

Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill your church with
faith and love, and give understanding hearts to those who work to strengthen our
ecumenical and interreligious commitments. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. As the
seasons change, renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and habitats. Bless us
with bountiful harvests that all may share. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your mercy. Teach
wisdom to our elected leaders so that we know peace in our world, peace in our
homes, and peace in our hearts. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out those who are
lost or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with addiction or illness. Provide for
those in any need (especially). God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, minds, and hearts.
Build up the ministries of this community that we serve our neighbors and welcome the
stranger in your name. God of grace, hear our prayer.
For what else do the people of God pray?
Silent and spoken prayers are invited
Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us thankful hearts for
those who have been examples of faith in our lives, and receive us with joy when we
come to share eternal life with you. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer
these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Choir

“One Voice”

Offering Prayer
Before us is a world in great need, waiting in hope.
We are a people holding treasure meant to be given away:
the good news of Christ; resources of time, talents, and money.
All we have is a gift from God;
therefore let us offer our lives to the Lord.
Let us pray, Gracious God,
in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen.

MEAL

Come Let Us Eat vss 1-2

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We give you thanks, Lord God . . .
Pour out your Spirit upon all flesh.
Keep us ever faithful, devoting ourselves
to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
the breaking of bread and prayers,
until Christ returns in glory to reign. Amen.

Cranberry 491

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING

Announcements
Come Let Us Eat vs 4
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Benediction
God, who gives life to all things
and frees us from despair,
bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love. Amen.

Hymn “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” Cranberry #712

Dismissal
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Bethel Weekly
Make Your Meal Matter on Wednesday, September 14th from 5 to 8 pm, Culver’s is
giving 10% of their sales to the Feed My Starving Children Green Bay MobilePack. The
Culver’s locations participating are:
Green Bay – 1219 W. Mason St. & 909 Hansen Rd.
De Pere – 1499 Lawrence Dr
Suamico – 11820 Velp Ave
Celebration for Sue’s Retirement Next Sunday, September 18th, we are celebrating the
retirement of Sue with a brunch downstairs after worship. The sign up for food items
needed is in the hallway or you can email the office.
Salvation Army Senior Meal will be prepared on Monday, September 19th. Many items
are needed for this meal. If you are able to provide any of these items, please sign up
on the sheet posted in the hallway.
Just Mercy Sign up is in the hallway for the showings of the movie “Just Mercy” on
September 19th and 20th. We will have a discussion about the movie and book after
worship on Sunday, September 25th.
The Feed My Starving Children 5k Run/Walk is back this year. The event will be held on
Saturday, September 24th at Green Bay Community Church. Registration is now open
on-line at GBCC FMSC 5K RUN/WALK. Fee, which includes a t-shirt: Adult $30, Youth $20,
Children 5 & Under $0 with no shirt.
Feed My Starving Children MobilePack registration is now open. Registration is on-line by
going to FMSC.org, “click” on Volunteer and 2210-060SC Green Bay Community
MobilePack should come up. Follow the registration prompts from there.
The Green Bay MobilePack will be held Monday, October 3rd through Thursday,
October 6th. Registration is open at this time for all partner churches and community
members. Spaces will fill fast, so if you are interested, please sign up early!
Worship Change Wed, Oct 5th Due to the Packer Game being broadcast Sunday,
October 9th in the morning from London and with Pastor Kim gone for the weekend, we
are changing service from Sunday to Wednesday, October 5th at 6:30pm. The service
will be recorded and uploaded for people to watch at a later day and time.
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