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The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. GATHERING



Call to Worship

Our God can part the sea.

God can bring water from a rock,
and provide bread in the desert.
Our God can walk on water.

He can heal the sick,

and turn water into wine.

Our God sets the stars in the sky.
God hears our voice when we cry,
and is closer than our own breath.
There is nothing our God cannot do.
Let us stand in awe. Let us worship God with wonder.
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Confession & Forgiveness

If you spend any time with a child,

you will quickly notice that children see the world differently.

For a child, a ladybug is a miracle. A pine tree is a wonder.

Curiosity is a love language, and water is not only for survival, but for joy.

As adults, we forget this language of awe and wonder,

and when we do, we distance ourselves from God.

In confession, we have the opportunity to close that distance.

So let us return to God with hearts wide open.

Let us return to God in prayer. Join me in the prayer of confession:

Holy God, Somewhere in our childhood we face pressure to outgrow awe. We
turn into adults who obsess over data and facts. We praise those who have
answers, and assume that wonder is an answerless game. Forgive us for closing
that door to you. Remind us that the kingdom of God belongs to children. Teach
us the ways of awe and wonder, so that like Zechariah, when we find ourselves
speechless, our first words will be words of praise. With hearts open wide, we
pray. Amen.

Family of faith, Just as we marvel at mountains and newborns,
at sunrises and sunsets, God marvels at us.

There is nothing you could do or leave undone

that could prevent God from loving you.

So hear and believe the good news of the gospel:

We are forgiven. We are loved. We belong to God. Amen.



Hymn of Praise

Canticle of the Turning

Cranberry 723 vs1,4

% : : : . - = ! ! ! —
—\_:—"'_'J-.
1 My =oul  Cries it withh a Joy - ful showt  that the
2 Though I am small,  my ... God, my all, you o ..
3 From  the halls of  pow’r o the  for fress  WOW'r,  mol @
4 Though the mna - tons rage from . age L[] age, we o e -
i ] T i n —— i r r T —
— s - - = e — B e -
God of my heart s great, and my spir - it sings  of the
work great. . things  in me, and your mer - oy will last  from the
stone will be  leh on o slone., Let the king be - ware for you
meem - ber who halds ws fas1: Giod'™s mer - oy must  de -
1 ] I ! I y 1 1 I | I
S _r—i - ‘-ﬂ-l -I Eﬂl'
won - drous  things that wyou bring 1w the ones who wail,
depths of  the past e the  end af  the age 1o be.
Jus - dlce lears ev = Iy iy = rani from  his thromne.
Tiw e us frorn the  con - quer -or's  crush - ing grasp.
- T e } 1 I r .
- = - - » ' - - e e
DE : ’. |
You fixed yvour  sight on your  ser - vant's  plight, and  my
Your VEF = ¥ e puts the  proud & shame,  and o
The hun - gry poor shall . . wWeep T more, for  the
This sV = Ing wiord that our  fore - bears  heard i=  the
1 —
- . i ! 1 et i ] i : i
PES " I
weak - ness  you i ol s, = froom east [[%3 west  shall my
those who would for you  yeam, you will show  your might.,  put  the
food they can  mev cr Corm; there are  ta bles spread, ev -"ry
prom - ise  which holds  ws bound, il the spear and  rod  cam  be
1 | ] I | X - |
! ‘ e o — t  — -
= e : ” - " ]
ETTS be blest. Could the world  be  a - hout Ty turn?
strong o Might, fTor the world s a - bowt [15] turn.
mouth  be fed, for the world is a - bowm 10 turn.
crushed by God, who is turn - ing the world a - round.
Refroir
- e ——
e ! | o i_‘_._b " ’_i_"—i_‘l ! ! !
P ] e 5 o
My hecart shall sing of the day you bnng. Let the fires of your jus-nice  burn.
i 1 | — Ir Ir=.i! i I! i ‘=__1 1 | i 1
i | = 1 X 1 || ! 'l i -F L._l || 1 1 I,
s e & 4 e — : i—ql_—f——d—ﬂ
Wipe a-way all tears, for the down draws near, and the world s a-bout 1o .
Texi: ¢ Coomey, b 1952, based om the Magnifica

Muzic: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish eraditional
Texl O 1500 Q1A Peblicasona, Ine., THM 5, Mason Ave. Chicageo, IL G065 www glamemis oo, BAE 23355,

A&l nghes mesereedl Llsed By pemilsson.



Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray,

God of the universe, make our hearts porous. Open our eyes, as if for the first
time, so that we might see your world with awe and wonder once again. We
often approach scripture with an analytical lens, intellectualizing the stories
heard, bringing historical context and textual criticism to the table. For just a
moment, pause those instincts to make room for wonder. Help us greet this text
with awe and gratitude before we begin dissecting it for truth. Doing so, we will
not only find you in the hallways of our thoughts, but in the pathways of our

hearts. With gratitude we pray: keep us open. Amen.

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Psalm 126 read responsively by full verse
'When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.

2Then our mouth was filled with laughter,

and our tongue with shouts of joy;

then it was said among the nations,

"The LORD has done great things for them."
3SThe LORD has done great things for us,

and we rejoiced.

4Restore our fortunes, O LORD,

like the watercourses in the Negeb.

SMay those who sow in tears

reap with shouts of joy.

‘Those who go out weeping,

bearing the seed for sowing,

shall come home with shouts of joy,

carrying their sheaves.

Candle Lighting

How does a weary world practice joy?

By dancing, and throwing birthday parties.

By hanging Christmas lights, and holding sleepy babies.

By singing loudly, and looking for good news.

By telling the story of Jesus, and showing up for our community.
There are a million ways to practice joy.

So today we light the candle of joy as a reminder and a charge.

With God’s help, may we bring joy into a weary world. Amen.

WORD



Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b, 1953

Muszic: TEMPLE OF PEACE, William P. Rowan, b, 1951
Text € 2002 GLA Publications, Inc.. 7404 5. Mason Ave.. Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusicooom. 8004423358,

All rights reserved, Used by permission,

Mlusic © 2000 Wildam P Rowan, admin. GLA Publications, Inc,, 7404 5, Mason Ave., Chicago, 11, 60635,
waw giamusic.com, 30044235358, All rights reserved. Used by permission,
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Gospel Skit: Luke 1:57-66
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

5’Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. ¢Her
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her,
and they rejoiced with her.

5?0On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to
name him Zechariah after his father. 60But his mother said, "No; he is to be called
John." ¢1They said to her, "None of your relatives has this name." ¢2Then they
began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give

him. ¢3He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, "His name is John." And all of
them were amazed. ¢“4immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed,
and he began to speak, praising God. ¢Fear came over all their neighbors, and
all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of

Judea. $All who heard them pondered them and said, "What then will this child
become?" For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day

Isn’t it Amazing
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Affirmation of Faith Together let us confess our faith.

We believe in a God who knows our names,

who counts the hairs on our heads, and carries the dreams in our hearts.
We believe that God'’s fingerprints are all over creation,

and that God is forever speaking to us in a million different ways.

We believe that awe and wonder,

goosebumps and laughter,

telling stories and paying attention,

are all ways that we can say thank you

to our creating, sustaining, and loving God.

Therefore, we commit ourselves to moving

through this world with eyes wide open,

with porous hearts, and grateful spirits.

We commit ourselves to living lives of awe wonder, and gratitude,
trusting that these things will forever draw us deeper into God'’s loving arms.
We believe.

We stand in awe. Thanks be to God!

Prayers of the People

Holy God, Christ with us, once again we bow our heads. Once again, we close
our eyes. Once again, we draw ourselves closer to you in prayer. Meet us here.
Surround us with your loving presence.

From sunrise to sunset, you fill us with awe. For that, we pause to give you
gratitude. Thank you for the way the sun shines through our windows, for the mist
rising off the river, for the warmth of a cup of coffee, for the joy of returning
home, for the beauty of a crowded table, and for the glory of a sky full of stars.

For what else are we thankful for this day? (pause)
God of glory, hear our prayer.

God, we are in constant awe of you. The story of Zechariah and Elizabeth
reminds us that there is nothing you cannot do, and there is no grief that you do
not know. For that we give thanks. However, even with this good news at hand,
we know that there are many in this world who cannot find the energy to
practice awe or wonder because they are so deep in grief.

So today, gracious God, we pray for those for whom awe feels out of reach.
Be with every parent who worries about a sick child.

Be with every child who worries about a sick parent.

Be with every person waiting on the doctor’s phone call,

waiting on the next month’s paycheck, waiting for the next warm meal.



For whom else do we pray for his day? (pause)
God of glory, hear our prayer.

Holy God, surround those with broken hearts who are trying to stitch the pieces
together, praying that one day they might be able to feel awe again. All the
while, we will keep gathering together and turning to you to remind us that you
are the God of the impossible. You are the one who floods our world with awe.
You are the one who knows our names. In your holy name we pray. Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always,
And also with you.

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. MEAL

Offering

Offering Prayer

Let us pray, God of righteousness,

You have saved us from the worst the world can do

and have promised to redeem

the whole creation when Christ comes again.

In faith and hope we offer our gifts of money and self,

that we may be part of what you are doing in the world even now,
as we watch for Christ’'s coming in glory. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving (set to O Come, O Come Emmanuel)
The God of grace be here with you.

The God of grace be also with you.

Lift up your hearts in thanks and praise.

Our hearts and hopes to God we raise.

Rejoice! Rejoice! For holy is the Lord,

On earth and in the heav'nly heights adored.

When Jesus sat at table with his friends,

He took the bread, and blessing it, he said:
“This is my body, offered for you;

Take, eat, this meal of grace and truth.”
Rejoice! Rejoice! We share this living bread,
And seek a day when all shall be fed.



When supper ended, Jesus took the cup.

He blessed it and he raised it up.

“This cup is life poured out for you.

My promise to make all things new.”

Rejoice! Rejoice! We share the cup of peace
With those who thirst for justice and release.

O Spirit, fire of hope sent from above
Unite us in salvation and love.

Bless these, your gifts of bread and wine
And fill us with your joy divine.

Rejoice! Rejoice! We share this meal

And bless our God, who feeds and heals.

The Lord’s Prayer
With hope in our hearts, we unite our voices once more to pray the words your
son taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Communion Hymn Hark, the Glad Sound! Cranberry 239
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Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751
Music: CHESTERFIELD, Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820

After Communion Blessing & Prayer
Let us pray, God in whom we place our hope, in this meal you have given us a
taste of life with you; a future in which the mighty have been cast down from
their thrones and the lowly have been lifted up, a future you ask us to co-create
with you here and now. Send us forth into the world to do as Christ taught us,
revealing your love through our words and deeds, showing others the greatness
of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING




Closing Hymn

People, look East

Cranberry 248
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BESANCON, French carol

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Blessing

Family of faith,

as you leave this place

you go intfo a weary world -
go speak tenderly.

Do the good that is yours to do.

Choose connection.
Hold onto hope.

You are God'’s beloved.
So go rejoicing.

The world needs it.



The God of peace bless you,

the love of Christ sustain you in hope,

and the anointing of the Spirit + remain upon you
now and forever. Amen.

Funding for Mission & Budget
Monthly Receipts through 12/03/23 $ 4,266.00
Monthly Budget Expenses............... $ 21,490.00

YTD Receipts through 11/30/23......... $211,257.00
Yearly Budget....ocovvieiieiiiiiiiieee $ 257,876.00

The Bethel Weekly

Fellowship Hour: Please, if you are able to help on a future date in December,
sign up in the hallway.

2024 Offering Envelopes: Are available in the lounge. Please do not use until
January.

Sanctified Art: Devotional cards and booklets are available in the lounge. They
offer prayers and reflections throughout your Advent journey.

Bethel Photo Directory: If you haven't already done so, please submit a recent
photo for the new church directory. It can be emailed to the church or brought
to the office for scanning.

Midweek Advent Services: Continue at Bethel December 13t at 6:30pm. We will
be alternating with Resurrection through December 20th.

Budget meeting: is today following worship. Copies of the proposed budget are
available in the lounge.

Christmas Eve Worship: There will be no morning worship on Sunday, December
24th. Our evening services will be at 4pm with the Tone Chimes doing special
music and 9pm with the Choir sharing special music.

Christmas Day: There will be no worship at Bethel.
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