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 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.                GATHERING  

 

Worship Volunteers 

Assisting Minister: Sandi Tibbetts 

Reader: Peggy Hansen 

Alter Guild: Pat Petzel 

Communion Assistant: Marilyn Meister 

Ushers: Charlie & Sharon Hilla 

Video Tech: Pegi BeDell 

 

Welcome 

 

 

 

 



Opening Hymn   Dearest Jesus, at Your Word  Cranberry 520 

 
 

 

Confession & Forgiveness   

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

creator of darkness and light, 

word of truth, 

wind sweeping over the waters. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 



God, our rock and refuge, 

we pour out our hearts before you. 

We have known you but have not always loved you. 

We have wounded one another 

and sinned against you. 

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 

dwelling in each of us. 

Remember your covenant. 

Renew your creation. 

Restore us, 

that we might proclaim your good news to all. Amen. 

 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 

God has spoken: 

The time of grace is now. 

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 

By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. 

You are God’s beloved. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise  Glory to you, God    

 
 



Prayer of the Day  

The grace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you.  

 

Let us pray, Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your 

radiant presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness 

to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will 

see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Bethel Choir  I Love You Lord 

 

 
  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.      WORD 

 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15 -20 

[Moses said:] 15The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 

among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you 

requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you 

said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this 

great fire, I will die.” 17Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they 

have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own 

people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them 

everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the 

prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any 

prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my 

name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet 

shall die.” Word of God, Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess 

knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to 

know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who 

loves God is known by him. 

 4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the 

world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though 

there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many 

gods and many lords—6yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are 

all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are 

all things and through whom we exist. 

 7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have 

become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as 

food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will 

not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better 

off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become 



a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see you, who possess knowledge, 

eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, 

be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your 

knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But 

when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience 

when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their 

falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 

Word of God, Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 Gospel Acclamation      ACS 12 

 
                  

Gospel: Mark 1:21-28 

Gospel according to Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he 

entered the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for 

he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there 

was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What 

have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 

know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 

silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying 

with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on 

asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He 

commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame 

began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of the Day   Cast Out, O Christ   ACS 1016 

 
 

Apostles Creed 

Let us together confess the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 



the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on 

the church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Loving God, we pray that your example of teaching with confidence and 

authority builds up your church in love. May all church leaders and teachers 

honor your instruction and model your inclusive ways. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

Renewing God, we pray for all of creation, that waterways flow clean and 

clear, natural spaces are protected, and our planet is healed. Let us commit to 

thoughtful care of the earth. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

Justice-seeking God, we pray for those in government and community 

leadership, that they lead with honor and mindfulness. May they remember their 

covenants and be upright in their ways. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

Compassionate God, we pray for all in need, especially those who have known 

rejection, any who struggle with long-term illness or chronic pain, those without 

access to safe housing or health care, and any who suffer (especially). God of 

grace, 

receive our prayer. 

Still-speaking God, we pray for our congregation, for its artists and musicians, for 

its educators and caregivers, that all gifts are used to care for those in need and 

to live out your example of accompaniment, gospel witness, and love. God of 

grace, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal God, we remember all who have been teachers, mentors, and 

companions in the church and in our lives (especially Thomas Aquinas whom we 

commemorate today). We trust that all who have died rest in your loving care. 

God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent 

prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always, 

And also with you. 

 



 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.                                           MEAL 

Offering 

 

Offering Prayer 

Let us pray, God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your 

faithfulness is sure.  Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your 

abundant grace.  Receive the gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your 

abiding love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our 

strength and our song.  Amen. 

  

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, 

for your star shines still in the night sky, 

guiding your people in paths of love and justice. 

 

In the beginning, you brought light into darkness, 

and created a people to reflect your glory. 

When we have lost our way or turned away, 

you shone the light all the brighter, 

calling us through the words of prophets 

and even in the life of your Son, 

who was born as we are born, breathed and ate  

and walked and lived as we do, 

who not only revealed your way but is the way. 

 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Send the power of your Holy Spirit upon these gifts  

of bread and wine.   

May this glimpse of your kingdom sustain us, 

and give us eyes to see you at work in every place, 

and strength to be your body in the world. 

In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Guide us all through the promise of Jesus, your light, who teaches us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

       on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

   and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 

      but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 

   forever and ever. Amen 

 

Lamb of God    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Communion Hymn   Healer of Our Every Ill  Cranberry 612  

 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray, Giver of every gift, 

Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 

Raise us to life by your power 

for the benefit of all and to your glory, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.                           SENDING 

 

Announcements 

 

Benediction 

God who names you, 

Christ who claims you, 

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 

☩ bless you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 



Closing Hymn  Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word   Cranberry 663 

 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. Thanks be to God. 

 

Fellowship hour continues in the lounge. 

 

Funding for Mission & Budget 

Monthly Receipts through 1/22/24    $ 16,965.20 

Monthly Budget Expenses:..............   $ 18,743.00 

 

YTD Receipts through 1/31/24...........  $ 16,915.20 

Yearly Budget....................................   $ 224,917.00  

 

 

 

 



The Bethel Weekly 

 

Fellowship Hour: Please, if you are able to help on a future date in January, sign 

up in the hallway.  Thanks to Gaye Richardson and Peggy Hansen for hosting 

today. 

 

Statements: Offering statements for 2023 are located in the lounge. 

 

Pill Bottles: Bethel will no longer be collecting pill bottles.  Please recycle at 

home. 

 

Easter Flowers: Orders for lilies and tulips are due by March 3rd.  Order forms are 

located in the lounge and church office.  Cost is $12 each.   

 

Handbags for Hope: In conjunction with the Resurrection Food Pantry, we are 

asking all the ladies to clean out their closets and bring in any unwanted 

handbags, purses, clutches etc.  They will then be filled with everyday items and 

distributed at the food pantry. 

 

Bethel T-Shirts. Has your Bethel t-shirt shrunk in the drawer or has it stretched in 

the closet so now it just hangs on you?  We will be placing an order for Bethel t-

shirts to be here in time for Aebleskiver!  The new shirts will have the same logo as 

in the past; however, the shirts will be lighter weight, similar to Thrivent t-shirts. The 

cost is $15 for sizes XS to XL, additional for extended sizes up to 5X.  Please see 

the sign-up sheet in the hallway…hurry, order needs to be placed by February 

4th. 

Annual Meeting: is February 18th immediately following worship. 

 

Aebleskiver: is February 24th and will be here before we know it.  Sign-up sheets 

are in the hallway for volunteers, ingredients and baskets. Please have all items 

for baskets at church by February 14th. 

 

Bethel Photo Directory: If you haven’t already done so, please submit a recent 

photo for the new church directory.  It can be emailed to the church or brought 

to the office for scanning. 

 

 
 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #22041 

CCLI License #2623795 
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