The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. GATHERING
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Prelude

Welcome



Alleluial Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Opening Hymn The Day of Resurrection! Cranberry 361
=
|fnl ._'_' [ ) » ol
— O
" — . . f
| The day of res - ur - rec - tion!Earth, tell it out a - broad,
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3 Now let the heav'ns be joy - ful, let earth its song be - gin,
4 All praise to God the Fa - ther, all praise to Christ the Son,
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Text: John of Damascus, ¢. 696=c. 754; r. John Mason Neale, 1818=1866, alt.
Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 15th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833
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Thanksgiving for Baptism

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
the wellspring of grace,

our Easter and our joy. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

forin the beginning, you created us in your image

and planted us in a well-watered garden.

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched,
and you gave us water from the rock.

When we did not know the way,

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side,
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.

We praise you for your salvation through water,

for the water in this font,

and for all water everywhere.

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give.

To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

This Is the Feast (setting 3) pg. 140-141
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Prayer of the Day
The grace we discover on Easter morn,

the love of God that opens the world to a new day,

and the community that gathers in the Spirit of the Risen One,
be with you all. And also with you.

Let us pray, Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us
to be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to
the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Bethel Choir

As We Gather at Your Table



God speaks fo us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. WORD

First Reading: Acts 3:12-19

12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder aft this, or
why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him
walk213The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God
of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and
rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But
you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given
to you, >and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To
this we are witnesses. 1And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this
man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has
given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 7*And now, friends, |
know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. '8In this way God
fulfiled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would
suffer. 1’Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 4 (read responsively by verse)
TAnswer me when | call, O God of my right!

You gave me room when | was in distress.

Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer.

2How long, you people, shall my honor suffer shame?

How long will you love vain words, and seek after lies?

3But know that the LORD has set apart the faithful for himself;
the LORD hears when | call to him.

4When you are disturbed, do not sin;

ponder it on your beds, and be silent.

5Offer right sacrifices,

and put your trust in the LORD.

¢There are many who say, "O that we might see some good!
Let the light of your face shine on us, O LORD!"

7You have put gladness in my heart

more than when their grain and wine abound.

8] will both lie down and sleep in peace;

for you alone, O LORD, make me lie down in safety.

The Word for All Ages



Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks
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Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48

The Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

36b Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with
you."” 3’They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a
ghost. ¥He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in
your heartse 3°Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me
and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that |
have.” 9And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his
feet. 4While in their joy they were disbelieving and sfill wondering, he said to
them, “Have you anything here to eate” 42They gave him a piece of broiled
fish, 4and he took it and ate in their presence.

44Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still
with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets,
and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 4Then he opened their minds to understand
the scriptures, 4and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 4and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day We Walk by Faith Cranberry 635
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Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.

Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b, 1950

Music @ 1984 GIA Publications. Inc., 7404 S, Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com, S00.442 3358,
All rights reserved. Usad by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Apostle’s Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has tfriumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

O God our holy one, you feed our deepest hungers. As we share the holy meal
that is the body and blood of Jesus given for us, lead us to share all that we
have, and find, in generosity, abundant life. God of grace, hear our prayer.

O God our creator, you bring forth all life on earth. Calm storms, bring water to
parched places, and protect the climate, that this planet would sustain life in all
its variety. God of grace, hear our prayer.

O God our savior, you offer wisdom and guidance beyond all human
knowledge. Instruct lawmakers, judges, and elected officials to make decisions
grounded in your justice and care for all people. God of grace, hear our prayer.

O God our elder, you care for all your children. Encourage those who are in
times of fransition, facing the loss of old ways and routines and anticipating
change. Guide those who journey in grief, hope, and uncertainty. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

O God our center, you bring all people together in you. Help us to remember
our identity and purpose in our ministry. Move us to love our neighbors as
ourselves and to share in beloved community. God of grace, hear our prayer.

For what else do the people of God Pray?
O God our resting place, your Son Jesus promised that we are held in your love
forever. We remember our beloved who have died. As we remember and share

their love, comfort those who mourn. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen.



Peace

The peace of the risen Christ be with you always,

And also with you.

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Offering

Offering Prayer

Let us pray, Generous God,

in this meal you offer your very self.

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.
in the breaking of this bread

Reveal to us the Risen One.

In the pouring of this wine

pour us out in service to the world;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Thanks and praise fill our hearts, Aimighty God,

for you are the Lord of creation and new creation,

of covenant and new covenant.

MEAL

You brought your people out of slavery to freedom in the promised land, and

you brought your Son from the depth of death
to the glory of resurrection life.
And so we gladly thank you,

with your people on earth and all the company of heaven,

singing the hymn of your unending praise.
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Joy and gladness are our song, redeeming God, for in your conquest of death
we see the destiny of every hope in you.

For on the night before Jesus was arrested,

he gathered with his friends for a meal.

This was not their first meal together.

These disciples had eaten with tax collectors and on mountainsides.

They'd had fish and loaves in mixed company and meals on the road. For them,
this was another night with another meal.

But on this night, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to
them, saying, “Take and eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup. Again, he gave thanks, and gave it to his
disciples, saying “Drink this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Hope and glory are our breath, merciful God,

for you have rolled away the stone of despair,

the stone of oppression, the stone of lament, the stone of grief,
the stone of death, the stone of sin, the stone of fear.



Shape your church to be your risen body;

make our scars beautiful like your scars,

make our lives a life-giving link to your life,

and make our communion holy with your saints,

until you come again in glory

to you Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, ever one God. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and feach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen



Communion Hymn Let Us Break Bread Together Cranberry 471
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let us  drink wine to - geth-er on our  Kknees.
let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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sun, O Lord, have mer-cy on me.
Text: African American spiritual
Mousic: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. SENDING

Announcements

Benediction

Alleluia!l Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope
+ bless you now and always. Amen.




Closing Hymn Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ  Cranberry 674
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1 Let us tal-entsand tongues em -ploy, reach-ing out with a  shout of joy:
2 Christis a - ble to make us one, at the ta-Dble he sets the tone,
3 Je - suscalls us in, sends us out bear-ing fruit in a world of doubt,
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bread is bro-ken,the wine is poured, Christis spo-kenand seen and heard.
teach-ing peo-ple to live to bless, love In word and in deed ex - press.
gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Im-man-u-el) ev-’ry-where!
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Je -sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain,pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: LINSTEAD, Jamaican folk tune; adapt. Doreen Potter, 1925-1980
Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Dismissal

Alleluia!l Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Allelvia!l

Fellowship hour continues in the lounge.



Funding for Mission & Budget
Monthly Receipts through 4/9/24  $ 6,966.30

Monthly Budget Expenses............... $ 18,743.00
YTD Receipts through 3/31/24........... $ 67,298.00
Yearly Budget.....cooviviiiiiiciiiieece, $224,917.00

The Bethel Weekly

Fellowship Hour: Please, if you are able to help on a future date in April or May,
sign up in the hallway. Thank you to Dave & Mary Hansen for hosting today.

EPH Families of Faith Meal: The meal will be at Bethel on April 18t from

5:30-6:30 pm, with craft activities for the kids from 6:00-8:00 pm. We are looking
for volunteers to help prepare & set-up, serve and clean-up after the meal. We
also need bars and cookies as you are able. Please see the sign-up sheets in
hallway or call or text Kay Zastrow at 920-660-3936.

Handbags for Hope: In conjunction with the Resurrection Food Pantry, we are
asking all the ladies to bring in any unwanted purses. Donations are also
needed of fravel size hygiene items such as toothbrushes, shampoo, lip balm,
etc. to fill the purses prior to distribution. Suggestions can be found on the front
of the bin.

Bethel Photo Directory: If you haven't already done so, please submit a recent
photo for the new church directory. It can be emailed to the church or brought
to the office for scanning.
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