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 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.                GATHERING  
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Reader: Peggy Hansen 
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Prelude 

 

Welcome 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 



Opening Hymn   Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain  Cranberry 363 

 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the wellspring of grace, 

our Easter and our joy. Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are raised with him to new life. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 



 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning, you created us in your image 

and planted us in a well-watered garden. 

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 

and you gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, 

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 

and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 

 

We praise you for your salvation through water, 

for the water in this font, 

and for all water everywhere. 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 

 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 

This Is the Feast (setting 3)      pg. 140-141 

 



 

 



 
 

 

  

 

Prayer of the Day  

The grace we discover on Easter morn,  

the love of God that opens the world to a new day, 

and the community that gathers in the Spirit of the Risen One,  

be with you all.  And also with you. 

 

Let us pray, God of second chances and God of new life, we have spent our 

days wandering. Like Peter, we have had milled about through nearly every 

state of faith. We have had courageous days and convicted days, learning days 

and questioning days. We have had days where we run to you, days for diving 

out of the boat, days for deep joy, and days where the pain of the world feels 

too close to bear. So, as we bring our wandering hearts to you, we ask that you 

draw us in. Allow this story to spark something new in us. Allow this story of grace 

to give us pause and pull us in. We are listening. Amen. 

 

 

 
  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.      WORD 

 

 



First Reading: Acts 4:32-35 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and 

no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they 

owned was held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their 

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 

all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or 

houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at 

the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Psalm 133 (read responsively by verse) 

 

 1How very good and pleasant it is 

 when kindred live together in unity! 

 2It is like the precious oil on the head, 

 running down upon the beard, 

 on the beard of Aaron, 

 running down over the collar of his robes. 

 3It is like the dew of Hermon, 

 which falls on the mountains of Zion. 

 For there the LORD ordained his blessing, 

 life forevermore. 

 

The Word for All Ages 

 

 

 Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks WOV 671 vs 1) (refrain print in 

bulletin) 

 

 
 



 

 
 

                

Gospel: John 21:1-19  

 

The Gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

1After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 

Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2Gathered there together were 

Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of 

Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to them, "I am going 

fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the 

boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know 

that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" 

They answered him, "No." 6He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side of the 

boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were not able to 

haul it in because there were so many fish. 7That disciple whom Jesus loved said 

to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on 

some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other 

disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far 

from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 
9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and 

bread. 10Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just 

caught." 11So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large 

fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was 

not torn. 12Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the 

disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the 

Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same 

with the fish. 14This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples 

after he was raised from the dead. 
15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of 

John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know 

that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." 16A second time he said to 

him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know 



that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep." 17He said to him the third 

time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he said to 

him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know 

everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. 18Very 

truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to 

go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, 

and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not 

wish to go." 19(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would 

glorify God.) After this he said to him, "Follow me." 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Acclamation   Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks WOV 671 vs 2 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day  That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright Cranberry 384 

 
 

 



Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  

 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples, 

draw near to us this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is renewed 

and we witness to your love. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops, wildflowers, 

and all growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and others who tend 

the soil and nurture plants into life. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters, 

paramedics, and other first responders to work for the well-being of communities 

and the dignity of every person, that no one may need to live in fear. God of 

grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for 

justice, for an end to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all are 

fed and safe. We pray for all who cry out in suffering or pain (especially). God of 

grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, deacons, 

musicians, and other staff, administrators, and volunteers who facilitated Holy 



Week and Easter worship. Open our hearts to discern where God calls each of 

us to serve. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For what else do the people of God pray? 

 

Accept our gratitude, O God, for the lives of those who now rest in you 

(especially Dietrich Bonhoeffer and all whose lives have been given in 

faithfulness to the gospel). Grant us your peace amid our fears. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 

in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen 

 

Peace 

The peace of the risen Christ be with you always, 

And also with you. 

 

 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.                                           MEAL 

 

Offering 

 

Offering Prayer  

Let us pray, Generous God, 

in this meal you offer your very self. 

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.  

in the breaking of this bread 

Reveal to us the Risen One. 

In the pouring of this wine 

pour us out in service to the world; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Thanks and praise fill our hearts, Almighty God, 

for you are the Lord of creation and new creation, 

of covenant and new covenant. 

You brought your people out of slavery to freedom in the promised land, and 

you brought your Son from the depth of death 

to the glory of resurrection life. 

And so we gladly thank you, 

with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, 

singing the hymn of your unending praise. 

 



 
 

Joy and gladness are our song, redeeming God, for in your conquest of death 

we see the destiny of every hope in you. 

 

For on the night before Jesus was arrested,  

he gathered with his friends for a meal. 

This was not their first meal together.  

These disciples had eaten with tax collectors and on mountainsides. 

They’d had fish and loaves in mixed company and meals on the road. For them, 

this was another night with another meal. 

      

But on this night, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to 

them, saying, “Take and eat.  This is my body which is given for you.  Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper, he took the cup.  Again, he gave thanks, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying “Drink this, all of you.  This is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

Great is the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 

Hope and glory are our breath, merciful God,  

for you have rolled away the stone of despair,  

the stone of oppression, the stone of lament, the stone of grief,  

the stone of death, the stone of sin, the stone of fear. 

 

Shape your church to be your risen body;  

make our scars beautiful like your scars,  

make our lives life-giving link your life,  

and make our communion holy with your saints,  

until you come again in glory  



and we earth with you in your kingdom,  

Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, ever one God.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

       on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

   and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 

      but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 

   forever and ever. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Communion Hymn     Come, Let Us Eat   Cranberry 491 

 
 

 

 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.                           SENDING 

 

Announcements 

 

Benediction  

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 



The God of resurrection power, 

the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn  Thine is the Glory    Cranberry 376  

   

 

 

 

 



Dismissal 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Fellowship hour continues in the lounge. 

 

Funding for Mission & Budget 

Monthly Receipts through 4/2/24      $   1,761.20 

Monthly Budget Expenses:..............   $ 18,743.00 

 

YTD Receipts through 3/31/24...........  $ 67,298.00 

Yearly Budget....................................   $ 224,917.00  

 

The Bethel Weekly 

 

Fellowship Hour: Please, if you are able to help on a future date in April, sign up 

in the hallway.  Thank you to the Church Council for hosting today. 

 

NEW Shelter Meal: Is April 14.  Please see sign-up sheet in the hallway. 

 

Handbags for Hope: In conjunction with the Resurrection Food Pantry, we are 

asking all the ladies to bring in any unwanted purses.  Donations are also 

needed of travel size hygiene items such as toothbrushes, shampoo, lip balm, 

etc. to fill the purses prior to distribution. Suggestions can be found on the front 

of the bin. 

 

Bethel Photo Directory: If you haven’t already done so, please submit a recent 

photo for the new church directory.  It can be emailed to the church or brought 

to the office for scanning. 
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