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Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Third Sunday after Pentecost  

 June 25 & 29, 2025 Year C 

 

          
  

Worship Assistants 

Assisting Minister: Cindy Michalski 

Reader: Linda Wery 

Altar Guild: Gayle Peot 

Communion Assistant: Marilyn Meister 

Ushers: Marsha Scholes & Jerry Boettcher 

Video Tech: Doug Scholes 

 

 
 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.                              GATHERING 

 

Welcome   

 

Hymn Sing        

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

 

Merciful God, 

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. You 

lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you 

offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in 
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doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our 

bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen. 

 

You belong to Christ Jesus 

and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 

Amen. 

 

(Sun) Glory 
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Prayer of the Day 

The grace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you.  

 

Let us pray,   

Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true 

freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders 

us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 

 

 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.            WORD 

 

Semi-Continuous Reading 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

 
1 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 

Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has 

sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I 

will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 

  6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he 

said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of 

them went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some 

distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his 

mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side 

and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 

  9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before 

I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your 

spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being 

taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11 As they continued walking 

and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah 

ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 

father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, 

he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

 

  13 He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and 

stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from 

him, and struck the water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” When he had 

struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha 

went over. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20  (read responsively by verse) 

 

 1I cry aloud to God, 

 aloud to God, that he may hear me. 
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 2In the day of my trouble I seek the LORD; 

 in the night my hand is stretched out without wearying; 

 my soul refuses to be comforted. 

 11I will call to mind the deeds of the LORD; 

 I will remember your wonders of old. 

 12I will meditate on all your work, 

 and muse on your mighty deeds. 

 13Your way, O God, is holy. 

 What god is so great as our God? 

 14You are the God who works wonders; 

 you have displayed your might among the peoples. 

 15With your strong arm you redeemed your people, 

 the descendants of Jacob and Joseph. 

Selah 

 16When the waters saw you, O God, 

 when the waters saw you, they were afraid; 

 the very deep trembled. 

 17The clouds poured out water; 

 the skies thundered; 

 your arrows flashed on every side. 

 18The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind; 

 your lightnings lit up the world; 

 the earth trembled and shook. 

 19Your way was through the sea, 

 your path, through the mighty waters; 

 yet your footprints were unseen. 

 20You led your people like a flock 

 by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

 

(Sun) The Word for All Ages, the children are invited forward.  

 

(Sun) Gospel Acclamation      

 

 
 

 

Gospel Luke 9:51-62 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord.  
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51 When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to 

Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a 

village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53 but they did not receive him, 

because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 When his disciples James and John saw 

it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and 

consume them?” 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 Then they went on to another 

village. 

  57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you 

wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 

have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, 

“Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60 But Jesus said to 

him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom 

of God.” 61 Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at 

my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back 

is fit for the kingdom of God. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  

             

Hymn of the Day  Will You Come and Follow Me    Cranberry 798 

  



 

6 
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Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  

 

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the 

church, the world, and all creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Guide your church, O God. Anoint us for service and make us messengers of your 

peace. Emboldened by the witness of Christians throughout history, send us to 

proclaim your reign come near. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Protect this world, O God. Watch over fields and fruit trees, foxes and birds, the 

pleasant land beneath us and the sun and moon above. Keep us mindful of the rich 

inheritance you have given us in the natural world. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Counsel our leaders, O God. Make them steadfast in seeking justice and unable to be 

shaken as they pursue peace. Lead them by your Spirit to listen and respond to the 

people they govern. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Uphold all who suffer, O God. Give refuge to those of us who know rejection, and 

shelter to those of us who have nowhere to lay our heads. Bring any who are sick into 

your healing presence. Give all your fullness of joy. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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Set free this assembly, O God. Grow your Spirit’s fruits within us and within our 

congregation’s ministries. Set our faces always on you, that we might live in the 

freedom to which you have called us. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For what else do the people of God pray? 

 

 Silent and spoken prayers are invited 

 

Embrace all your saints, O God. We thank you for the faithful departed. Let us rejoice 

that you do not abandon us to the grave but lead us on the path of life. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

Please share a sign of the Lord’s peace with one another.  Please be seated. 

 

 
 God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.                                                     MEAL 

 

(Sun) Offering 

 

(Sun) Offering Prayer 

Let us pray, Creator God, 

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 

and the harvest is plentiful. 

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth 

and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
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And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 

 Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

he took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. 
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Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Guide us all through the promise of Jesus, your light, who teaches us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Sun) Lamb of God 
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(Sun) Communion Hymns  
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Be Thou My Vision        Cranberry 793 
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Blessed Assurance        Cranberry 638 

 

 
 

 

 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.                                      SENDING 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Benediction 

The love of God abound in you; 

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Closing Hymn  Here I Am, Lord    Cranberry 574 

 

 
 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God. 
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Funding for Mission & Budget 

Monthly Receipts through 6/17/25:        $14,960.30 

Monthly Budget Expenses:     $20,033.00 

YTD Receipts through 5/31/25:     $ 99,971.00 

 

 

The Bethel Weekly 

Prayer Request Update:  The ‘Remember in Prayer’ list has been updated. Please let 

the office know if there is anyone to add to the prayer list.   

 

Last Sunday Supper: will be today at 5:00pm at Hagemeister Park. Please let Pastor Kim 

know if you can join. 

 

Summer Midweek Worship: Continue on Wednesdays at 6:30pm in the lounge. Please 

see the sign-up sheet in the hallway to volunteer for these services. 

 

Pew Refresh: will begin July 7th. After worship on July 6th, we will need help clearing the 

pews of Hymnals and pencils.    

 

Salvation Army Senior Meal: Will be July 21st. Please see the sign-up sheet in the 

hallway. 

 

Three Churches Picnic with Bethel, Resurrection, and Trinity will be Sunday July 13th at 

10:00 at Colborn Park. It will be potluck style bring a chair and a dish to share. For 

Wednesday service July 9th we will have joint service at Resurrection Church at 6:30 

around the campfire. Bring chairs and stay for smores.  

  

Handbags for Hope: In conjunction with the Resurrection Food Pantry, we are asking all 

the ladies to bring in any unwanted purses.  Donations are also needed of travel size 

hygiene items such as toothbrushes, shampoo, lip balm, etc. to fill the purses prior to 

distribution. Suggestions can be found on the front of the bin in the lounge. 
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