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 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.          ​        ​   GATHERING 
 
PRELUDE 
  
WELCOME 
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OPENING HYMN  ​ Baptized in Water​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    Cranberry 456 

 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
  
Water! Water! We praise you, O God, for water— 
The local bodies of water: The Bay, Lake Michigan, and the Fox River, 
the rain that nourishes animals and plants, 
the water for drinking and bathing. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
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We praise you, O God, for our water stories— 
a flood that cleansed the earth, 
the sea that drowned the enemy, 
a river that healed leprosy. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
  
We remember the waters of Jesus— 
baptized in the Jordan River, 
calming the Sea of Galilee, 
drinking from Jacob’s Well, 
healing at the pool of Bethesda, 
washing the disciples’ feet. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
  
We praise you, O God, for this font, 
for through this water 
you have birthed us into the family of Christ, 
bathed us in forgiveness, 
and enlivened us in the Spirit. 
We praise you, O God, for baptism. 
We praise you, O God, for baptism. 
 

O God, you are the Ocean, sustaining this earth. 
O God, you are the River, saving us from death. 
O God, you are the Fountain, granting us health and well-being. 
We praise you, O God, 
today, tomorrow, forever. 
Amen, and amen. 
Amen, and amen. 
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THIS IS THE FEAST 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
God who sent the Light into our world, 
God who shone in the Bethlehem manger, 
God who spreads the Spirit’s rays, 
be with you all. And also with you. 
 
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and 
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their 
calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.        ​         ​    WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 42:1-9 
1Here is my servant, whom I uphold,​
  my chosen, in whom my soul delights;​
  I have put my spirit upon him;​
  he will bring forth justice to the nations.​
 2He will not cry or lift up his voice,​
  or make it heard in the street;​
 3a bruised reed he will not break,​
  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;​
  he will faithfully bring forth justice.​
 4He will not grow faint or be crushed​
  until he has established justice in the earth;​
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching.​
​
 5Thus says God, the LORD,​
  who created the heavens and stretched them out,​
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it,​
  who gives breath to the people upon it​
  and spirit to those who walk in it:​
 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness,​
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  I have taken you by the hand and kept you;​
  I have given you as a covenant to the people,​
  a light to the nations,​
 7to open the eyes that are blind,​
  to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,​
  from the prison those who sit in darkness.​
 8I am the LORD, that is my name;​
  my glory I give to no other,​
  nor my praise to idols.​
 9See, the former things have come to pass,​
  and new things I now declare;​
  before they spring forth,​
  I tell you of them. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 PSALM: Psalm 29 (read responsively by verse) 
1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,​
  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.​
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;​
  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.​
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;​
  the LORD is upon the mighty waters.​
 4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;​
  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. ​
 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;​
  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;​
 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,​
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.​
 7The voice of the LORD​
  bursts forth in lightning flashes.​
 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;​
  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. ​
 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips  the forests bare. And in 
the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”​
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 10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;​
  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.​
 11O LORD, give strength to your people;​
  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.  
  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

                
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come 
to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to 
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just 
as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
SERMON​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Pastor Nate Gauerke 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized   ​ ​ ​ ​ Cranberry 304 
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 FAITH AFFIRMATION: You, O God (New Zealand Prayerbook)  
You, O God, are supreme and holy. 
You create our world and give us life. 
Your purpose overarches everything we do. 
You have always been with us. 
You are God. 
You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure. 
You came to us before we came to you. 
You have revealed and proven your love for us in Jesus Christ, 
 who lived and died and rose again. 
You are with us now. You are God. 
You, O God, are the Holy Spirit. 
You empower us to be your Gospel in the world. 
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You reconcile and heal; you overcome death. 
You are our God. 
We worship you. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and unite us in 
mission. Uphold our lay leaders, missionaries, pastors, and bishops, and all who 
proclaim hope in a broken world.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and springs. Create in us 
an urgent desire to preserve the beauty and bounty of your good creation.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies and end cycles of 
violent retribution. Defend the rights of prisoners, detainees, and all who flee from 
persecution. Sustain international aid workers and peacemakers.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and support for those 
seeking asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to the dying, and comfort all who are 
grieving or ill.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we may serve 
Christ by loving one another, our neighbors, and our enemies. We pray for travelers 
and those who are homebound.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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For what else do the people of God pray? 
      ​ Silent and spoken prayers are invited 
 
Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks for those who 
have gone before us, and we trust that we will join them in your everlasting peace.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for 
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
God makes peace within us.  Let us claim it. 
God makes peace between us.  Let us share it. 

 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.                                             MEAL 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of majesty, 
no eye has seen, no ear has heard 
what you have prepared for those who love you, 
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 
Use what we have gathered 
to feed us with the reign of God come near, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all 
nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
On that night when he gave himself up for us, as he sat at the table and broke bread 
with his friends, he said: “Take and eat; this is my body which is broken for you. 
Remember me each time you do this.”  
 After they had eaten, he took the cup, and said: “Remember me as you drink from 
this, for it is my life, poured out for you—the beginning of a new relationship with God.” 
Send the power of your Holy Spirit upon these gifts of bread and wine, O God, that we 
may experience the presence of the Word-made-flesh—Jesus Christ.  Breathe your 
Spirit in us that we may be one body with him—living out his ministry in the world today 
and every day. This we pray in Jesus' name.  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, 
 and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
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COMMUNION HYMN​ On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. ​                       SENDING 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION  
 God the Creator who delights in you, 
Jesus the Savior who is born for you, 
and the life-giving Spirit who shines on you, 
☩  bless you and keep you in hope and peace. Amen. 
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 SENDING HYMN ​ Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters ​ ​ Cranberry 445 

 
 
CHOIR BENEDICTION ANTHEM 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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 Funding for Mission & Budget 
Monthly Receipts through 1/5/26     ​         ​         ​         ​ $12,461.00            ​              
Monthly Budget Expenses:                  ​                              ​ $20,033.00 
YTD Receipts through 12/31/25:        ​         ​         ​         ​ $230,251.00  

 
The Bethel Weekly  

Fill the Wagon: is back! There is a new shopping list in today's bulletin. Lets fill the 
wagon again next week, the food pantry needs our help now more than ever. 
Salvation Army Senior Meal: Is January 19th. Please see the sign-up sheet in the hallway 
for needed items. 
Fellowship Hour: Please, if you are able to help on a future date in January, sign up in 
the hallway. ​
2026 Offering Envelopes: Are available in the lounge. Please pick them up so they do 
not need to be mailed. 
End of year contribution statements are available for pick up in the lounge. 
Brunch for Tarin Carlson: will be during fellowship hour January 25th to celebrate Tarin’s 
life. There is a sign-up sheet in the hallway so we have an estimated number of people 
attending.  
Annual Reports & Meeting: All Bethel committee and organization chair-persons are 
asked to turn in their annual reports to the church office by January 15th so that the 
2025 Annual Report can be printed and made available to the congregation by 
February 1st.  The Annual meeting after worship, Sunday, February 15, 2026. Reports will 
be available February 1st. 
Bethel Photo Directory: Ashley has been updating the Directory. Please let her know if 
you have contact information to update. If you’d like an updated photo you can 
email the church or bring it to the office for scanning.  

 

Copyright and Streaming Licenses: 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #22041 

CCLI License #2623795 
One License #734715-A 

Great Thanksgiving written by Moira Laidlaw, and can be found at www.liturgiesonline.com.au/
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