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 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.                   GATHERING 
  
PRELUDE                                                                                         ​                                                     
​  
WELCOME  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Into our world as into Mary’s womb . . .  
Come, Lord Jesus.    



Into the forgotten places,   
Into the lives of the poor, bringing hope;  
 into the lives of the powerful, bringing caution;   
into the lives of the weary, bringing rest;   
into the lives of the wise, bringing restlessness;   
and into our lives and longings, whatever our estate . . .  
Come, Lord Jesus.   
  
The angels proclaimed,​  
the shepherds heard,   
a mother and child,   
God’s promise is born.  
God’s promise is born for you and for me. Amen  
  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Word made flesh, 
our life and our salvation. Amen. 
  
Opening Hymn  Bright and Glorious Is the Day ​   Cranberry 301 



 



LITANY OF LIGHT Isaiah 60:1; 9:2, 6 read responsively 
1Arise, shine; for your light has come,   
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a 
land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.  
6For a child is born to us, an heir is given us,   
upon whose shoulders dominion will rest.  
This One shall be called Wonderful Counselor, the Strength of God,  Eternal Protector, 
Champion of Peace.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, Word made flesh, 
born of Mary, be with you all.  And also with you. 
  
Let us pray, Everlasting God, the radiance of all faithful people, you brought the 
nations to the brightness of your rising. Fill the world with your glory, and show yourself 
to all the world through him who is the true light and the bright morning star, your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen 

 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.​                                WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6 
1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
 2 For darkness shall cover the earth 
  and thick darkness the peoples, 
 but the LORD will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 3 Nations shall come to your light 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together; they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms. 



 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense 
  and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.  
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (read responsively by verse) 
 1 Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to a king’s son. 
 2 May he judge your people with righteousness 
  and your poor with justice. 
 3 May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness. 
 4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 
  give deliverance to the needy, 
  and crush the oppressor. 
 5 May he live while the sun endures 
  and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 
 6 May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
 7 In his days may righteousness flourish 
  and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 
 10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute; 
 ​ may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts. 
 11 May all kings fall down before him, 
  all nations give him service. 
 12 For he delivers the needy when they call, 
  the poor and those who have no helper. 
 13 He has pity on the weak and the needy 
  and saves the lives of the needy. 



 14 From oppression and violence he redeems their life, 
  and precious is their blood in his sight. 
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12 
1 This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
gentiles, 2 for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that 
was given me for you 3 and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as 
I wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery was not 
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the 
same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
  7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that 
was given me by the working of his power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the 
saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the gentiles the news of the boundless 
riches of Christ 9 and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for 
ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that through the church the wisdom of God 
in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has 
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have access in boldness and 
confidence through faith in him. 
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLIMATION​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 



GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12 
The Holy Gospel according to Mathew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the 
east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 
3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it 
has been written by the prophet: 
 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
  7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I 
may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And 
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country 
by another road. 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY ​  As with Gladness, Men of Old  ​​  



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, 
and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
 
Repairer of the breach, you separate us from our sin and unite us with one another. 
Heal the animosity in our hearts, and bind us together in love. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
 
Author of life, you sent your spirit over the waters, your breath into your children, and 
guiding stars across the sky. Awaken us to the plight of the planet and send us to care 
for your creation.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 



Light that leads the way, you make yourself known to the nations. Illuminate just paths 
and guide leaders in the church and the world in your holy will.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Voice of the silenced, you cast the mighty from their thrones and fill the hungry with 
good things. Grant those in need the courage to demand equality and those with 
abundance the wisdom to share. Respond to any who call out in need this day.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Proclaimer of promises, you raise up prophets and messengers in the places we least 
expect. Equip us to listen well to those who bring both good news and painful truths.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
For what else do the people of God pray? 

Spoken and silent prayers welcome. 
 

Redeemer of the saints, you gift us with many people throughout our lives who point 
the way to you. We give you thanks for the recently departed and all who have loved 
us.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, 
trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
  
PEACE 
Glory to God in the highest!  And peace to God’s people on earth. 
 
Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you.  

Please be seated. 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.                                                    MEAL 
 
OFFERING  



OFFERTORY HYMN         WE THREE KINGS ​ ​ ​ ​ BLUE 646 
 

 
 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  
God of glory, 
great are your wonders among us 
and many are the blessings you bestow. 
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, 
that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, 
through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO PRAYER & STAR WORDS 
It is a prayer practice in churches all over the world to give people a star word 
on Epiphany Sunday. There  are many reasons behind this tradition. First, we 
know that the magi followed a star, which ultimately led  them to Jesus. 
Therefore, we too use all the resources we have available to us—including 
creative prayer practices and intention words for the new year—to move closer 
to Jesus.   
Secondly, we trust that God uses multiple ways to guide us and speak to us. Star 
words offer a tool to actively seek and reflect on God’s presence among us, 
both in the moment and in hindsight.   
Finally, we know that the most common prayer practice for many involves 
speaking to God as opposed to silence or contemplation. However, this 
practice invites a new prayer rhythm of reflection and review that  can be a 
powerful way to connect with God.   
So in just a moment, you will be invited to select a star word. Consider this a 
guiding word for the year  ahead. We invite you to remember your star word 
often, seeking the ways God might be moving through  the meanings and 
definitions the word contains. However, as we prepare our hearts and minds for 
this centering moment, let us pray. . .  
Beckoning God,  
from every corner we have come looking for you.  
A thousand monsters reared their heads along the way, 
threatening to derail us. But we are here nonetheless.  
We have gone over, around, under, and through our fear.  
And when we faced fears we couldn’t evade,  



we took that fear by the hand and dragged it along with us on the journey, because 
we will stop at nothing to follow you. 
Your star calls us forward, ever forward  
toward our convictions,  
toward our dreams,  
toward a world that reflects your justice, peace, and love,  
toward our belonging in the great family of creation.  
Your star calls us forward, and the gifts that await are too great to hand over to fear.  
May we find courage and strength for the journey in these star words we 
are about to receive. When fear threatens to stop us, may we hold onto 
these words and remember what lies ahead. When the journey is 
challenging, lift our heads to see our companions on the journey and 
the shining star that lights the way.  
You go with us, and if you are with us, what shall we fear?  
Beckoning God, we follow you into the unknown,  
with heads held high or knees quaking in fear.  
When the way ahead is unsure, we return to what we know:  
You are Emmanuel, God-With-Us.  
We join now in one voice to pray in the way Jesus taught us, saying…  

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
       on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
   and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us; 
      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 

   forever and ever. Amen 



RECEIVE A STAR WORD  
Please come forward as the ushers instruct. We invite you to draw out a star 
word. God is always calling us forward. Let us hold our fear gently as we respond 
to the invitation.  
 
PRAYER 
Holy God,  
you always show up.  
Even in our fear,  
even in times of uncertainty,  
even when we can’t seem to take the next step,  
you are with us.  
You are behind us, before us, and beside us,  
hemming us in with your love.  
As we sit with these star words, open our hearts to the 

wisdom they hold. Keep our minds nimble and flexible,  

awake to the constellation of meanings we may find 

in a single word. May they challenge us, comfort us, 

and call us forward.  

Let these words be a reminder of your presence with us.  
May they give us courage and guidance for the year ahead.  
Let them shine in the dark, pointing us toward you.  
And at the end of this year, may we look back at 

the paths we took and see how in every moment, 

you journeyed with us.  

Gratefully we pray, amen.  
 

 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.                                    SENDING 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If you ordered a Poinsettia, please take them home with you today. There are sleeves 
in the lounge. 

Choir practice will be after fellowship hour!  
 



SENDING HYMN ​ O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright ​ ​ ​ ​  

 



 

 

 
 
 



DISMISSAL  
Glory to God in the highest! 
And peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  
 
Fellowship hour continues in the lounge. 
 

 
Funding for Mission & Budget 

Monthly Receipts through 12/31/25      ​ ​ $21,066.50​              
Monthly Budget Expenses:  ​ ​                       $20,033.00 
YTD Receipts through 11/30/25:​    ​      ​  $209,184.00  

 
The Bethel Weekly 

Baby Shower: Elta & Laurance, our Haitian friends & students are expecting a baby 
boy mid February. We would like to shower them with gifts of needed baby boy items. 
Please bring items to church by January 11th.  
 
Fellowship Hour: Please, if you are able to help on a future date in January, sign up in 
the hallway. 
 
 2026 Offering Envelopes: Are available in the lounge. Please pick them up so they do 
not need to be mailed. 
   
Annual Reports Due: All Bethel committee and organization chair-persons are asked to 
turn in their annual reports to the church office by January 15th so that the 2025 Annual 
Report can be printed and made available to the congregation by February 1st. 
 
Bethel Photo Directory: Ashley has been updating the Directory. Please let her know if 
you have contact information to update. If you’d like an updated photo you can 
email the church or bring it to the office for scanning.  



 
Salvation Army Senior Meal: Is January 19th. Please see the sign-up sheet in the hallway 
for needed items. 
 
Handbags for Hope: In conjunction with the Resurrection Food Pantry, we are asking all 
the ladies to bring in any unwanted purses.  Donations are also needed of travel size 
hygiene items such as toothbrushes, shampoo, lip balm, etc. to fill the purses prior to 
distribution. Suggestions can be found on the front of the bin in the lounge. 
 

 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #22041 

CCLI License #2623795 
One License #734715-A 

Opening Responses adapted from John Bell, Cloth for the Cradle: Worship Resources 
and Readings for Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. Used by permission. 

Liturgy adapted from How Does a Weary World Rejoice? 
written by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC |sanctifiedart.org 
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