Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church
Fourth Sunday of Easter April 26, 2026 Year A

Lond is iy shepled

Worship Leader: Cindy Michalski
Worship Assistant: Roland Christian
Music & Choir Director: Rowen Erickson
Reader: Linda Wery

Ushers: Doug Scholes & Sharon Hilla
Video Tech: Yvonne Pamperin

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. GATHERING

PRELUDE

WELCOME



Text: Herbert F, Brokering, b, 1926
Music: THINE, Carl F Schalk, b. 1929
Text and music @ 1983 Augsburg Publishing House, admin, Augsburg Fortress,

OPENING HYMN Thine the Amen Cranberry 826
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1 Thine the a - men thine the praise al - le - lu - 1as an - gels raise
2 Thine the life e - ter - nal - ly thine the prom-ise let there be
3 Thine the tru - ly thine the yes thine the ta - ble we the guest
4 Thine the king-dom thine the prize thine the won-der full sur-prise
5 Thinethe glo-ry in the nmight no more dy-ing on -ly lght

0

[ ]

e °
thine the ev - er - last-ing head thine the break-ing of the bread
thine the vi - sion thine the tree  all the carth on bend-ed knee
thine the mer-cy all from thee thine the glo -ry yet to be
thine the  ban-quet then the praise then the  jus -tice of thy ways
thine the riv - er thine the tree then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly

7‘2 - — — — |

.
P | ] | |

4 S — 5 o —° .
thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry thine the  har - vest then the cup
gone the nail-ing gone the rail-ing gone the plead-ing gone the cry
then the ring-ing and the sing-ing then the end of all the war
thine the glo - ry thine the sto -ty then the wel-come to the least
then the ho-ly ho-ly ho-1ly cel -e - bra-tion ju - bi - lee

2 — ——

_@ = ] I :_ il ‘I i ] : !

~ _"_ p o . '
thine the vine-yard then the cup is lift-ed up  lift - ed up.
gone the sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss  lift - ed  high.
thine the liv - ing thine the lov - ing ev - er-more ev - er - more.
then the won -der all in-creas-ing at thy feast at thy feast.
thine the splen-dor thine the bright-ness on - ly thee on - ly thee.
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluial Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb! Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever. Amen.



THIS IS THE FEAST (setting 3) pgs.140-41

Refrain
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who was slain, whose blood set us  free to be peo - ple of God.
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This 1s the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
1 ! _IF r‘!! iF II P_lr;' i t
1 I i -
HJ I — | — p- s
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
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al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia. 3Sing with all the peo-ple of
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a - tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,

=<

@:ﬁ
i

] Hsa_,,,_.r—f-’—d——-tzzﬂ

glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lambfor-ev-er. A -  men.
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slain has be - gun  his reign. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le-lu-1a, al -le - lu - 1a.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray, O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty
and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.



God speaks fo us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. WORD
FIRST LESSON: Acts 2:42-47
42 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.

43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done
through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in
common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds
to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the
temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,
47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord
added to their number those who were being saved.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23 (read responsively by verse)
1 The Lorp is my shepherd; | shall not want.

2He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;
3 he restores my soul.

He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.

4 Even though | walk through the darkest valley,
| fear no evil,

for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.

SYou prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,

and | shall dwell in the house of the Lorp
my whole life long.



SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 2:19-25
1921t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while
suffering unjustly. 201f you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is
thate But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable
thing before God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for
you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.

22 "He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not
threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our
sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness;
by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going astray like sheep, but
now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of e -ter - nal lile. Al-le-lu - a. Al-le-lu - 1a



GOSPEL: John 10:1-10

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 1 “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the
gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the
sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he
has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him
because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from
him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” é Jesus used this figure of
speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. 8 All
who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 91
am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and
find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they
may have life and have it abundantly.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Cindy Michalski



HYMN OF THE DAY The King of Love My Shepherd Is Cranberry 502
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I The King of love my shep - herd is, whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, my ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I  strayed, but yet in
4 In death’s dark vale 1 fear no 111, with thee, dear
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fail - eth nev - er; I noth - ing lack if
soul he lead - eth and, where  the ver - dant
love he sought me, and on his  shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, thy rod and  staff my
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| am his and  he is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tial feed - eth.
gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still; thy cross be - fore to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 6 And so, through all the length of days,

thine unction grace bestoweth; thy goodness faileth never.
and, oh, what transport of delight Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
from thy pure chalice floweth! within thy house forever.

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
Music: S1. CoLumsa, Insh tune
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APOSTLE’'S CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let

us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness.

Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the sfill

waters of your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains serving near and far.

Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and instruct

our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your creation.

Merciful God,
receive our prayer.



Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for
human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence
or vengeance. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or
injured. Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a
community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our
cups to overflowing. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For what else do the people of God pray?

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in your
love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the risen Christ be with you always, And also with you.

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. MEAL

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray, Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen



God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Chirist, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING



CLOSING HYMN Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing Cranberry 389
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I Christ is a - live! Let Chris - tians sing.  The cross  stands
2 Christ is a - live! No long - er bound to dis tant
3 In ev - ry in - sult, nft, and war, where col or,
4 Wom-en and men, in age and youth, can feel the
5 Christ is a - live, and comes to  bring good news to
AIQ_H:# J | = [+, il IF
e
emp - ty to the sky. Let streets and  homes with
years in Pal - es - tine, but sav - Ing, heal - ing,
scorn,  or wealth di - vide, Christ suf - fers still, yet
Spir - i, hear the call, and find the way, the
this and ev - ry age, till earth and sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in  death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch-ing ev - 'ry place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where ¢ - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed 1 Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789

Text @ 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!l
Thanks be to God. Allelvia!l

Funding for Mission & Budget
Monthly Receipts through 4/20/26 $21,775.00
Monthly Budget Expenses: $18,843.00
YTD Receipts through 3/31/26: $ 53,627.00




The Bethel Weekly

Communication Training: Cathy Cowling, will be with us for four consecutive Wednesday
evenings at 6pm beginning on April 22nd through May 13th. During her time with us, Cathy will
help us talk about the conflict and loss of frust with leadership and then focus on learning
more healthy and effective skills and tools for communication and dealing with conflict.
Please plan to attend as many of these meetings as possible.

Salvation Army Senior Meal: is May 18th, Please see the sign-up sheet in the hallway for food

items needed.

Woodside Donations: We have started collecting donations for woodside. The red wagon is

for Resurrection Food Pantry and the metal basket is for Woodside. They are needing the
following items:

*Markers & Colored Pencils *Figurines to paint *New Nail Polish

*Hygiene products (deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste)

*Socks with grips *Full size candy bars *Seasonal Décor/ Trinkets

Stamp Out Hunger: food drive is coming on Saturday May 9th. The Food Pantry will again need
collection teams to pick up the food on the mail routes beginning at 9:30 am. The pantry is
furnishing teams who will be collecting on the East Side of Green Bay at the Cofrin Post office.
The collection activity is usually finished by about Tpm. We will then need many additional
people at the pantry to sort and put the food away. There will be a light lunch funded by a
Thrivent Action Grant around 12:30 pm. Those who participated last year actually had fun
doing this service. Just remember to bring sunscreen. Please sign up today to help out.

Eellowship Hour: If you are able to help on a date in May, please sign up in the hallway.

Handbags for Hope: In conjunction with the Resurrection Food Pantry, bring in any unwanted
purses. Donations are also needed of fravel size hygiene items such as toothbrushes,
shampoo, lip balm, etc. to fill the purses prior to distribution. Suggestions can be found on the
front of the bin in the lounge
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